Chapter Two
GENTILE'S EDUCATIONAL THEORY
AS already mentioned, the reforms in the educational
/A system brought about under the aegis of Fascism in 1923
JL .^became known as the Riforma Gentile. Giovanni Gentile
was not the only educationist responsible for that work; nor
were his collaborators in complete agreement with him, or
between themselves, on all points. It is, however, true that he,
more than the others, commanded respect in most quarters; and
his long activity as a writer and master in philosophical and
educational questions qualified him for leadership in reshaping
the Italian schools. His personality became, therefore, dominant
not only because he was appointed to be Minister for Education
in Mussolini's Cabinet, but because it was under his impulse,
and closely following his ideas, that the Riforma took place.
Gentile's philosophical and educational theories are not
wholly original. In fact, they are original only to a small extent.
His debt to thinkers as different in outlook and removed in time
as Pestalozzi and Croce is much more fundamental than he and
his followers liked to confess. Even in the field of school reforms
the road he eventually followed had already been tried by Alfredo
Baccelli and Croce; if these, and especially Croce, had been
given as free a hand as Gentile in the short spell of their ad-
ministration, the schools would have been transformed very
much in the same way as they were in 1923-24. It is, however,
right to recall in some detail Gentile's utterances on education,
because he is the only person who worked out his theories with
an eye both to a complete metaphysical doctrine and to the needs
and possibilities of the Italian schools in the first quarter of this
century.
Gentile's philosophical doctrine is one of the offshoots of the
Hegelian tree planted in Italy by such thinkers as Bertrando
Spaventa and Francesco De Sanctis. His interest in the history
of philosophy was very marked from early days; in time his
liking for theoretical arguments about the main problems of
philosophy became more prominent, and was second only to his
apostolic and self-centred ambition to be a new maestro di color
die sanno. He shares with Croce the merit of having spread an inter-
est in philosophical problems among people who would otherwise
have spurned them as devoid of all content; thinkers ancient and
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